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THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS 


Last July Herbert Putnam after forty years of eminent service as Lie 
prarian of Congress retired with the title of Librarian Emeritus and Archibald 
MacLeish was appointed his successor. Immediately there arose a storm of pro-~ 
test from librariens throughout the country, especially from leaders in the Ane-. 
rican Library Association, However, the appointment wes confirmed, the storm | 
subsided to low mtterings, and Mr, MacLeish sits in the office of the chief exe- 
cutive of the great library. At last report he wes hanging the Magna Charta oppo- 
site the Declaration of Independence, and promising to give it faithful guard 
unt! the European calamities are over-past, and it may be safely returned to 
its righ*ful hone. : 

The objection to the appointment raises a question of vital importance. 
Henry Seidel Canby puts it thus: "Should the executive head of a great library be =... 
a librarian specializing in the technique of book-getting and book-keeping, or 
should he be an executive, broadly trained, who has demonstrated his scholarship, 
his ability tc organize, and his capacity for representing a great storehouse of 
intellectual energy?" We shall not attempt a categorical answer, There is no 
doubt that specialized training is a necessity for the most of us who would 
work in libraries, but is there any absolute norm by which we may determine 
the method and the content of that training? Despite the unquestioned value 
of the many schools of library service, we have to admit that the great librar 
j..28 Of the world from Zenodotus at Alexandria to Putnan at Weshington were not 
graduates of library schools, Well, neither did the greatest teachers possess 
normal school diplomas, The writer of The Roving Eye in the Wilson Library 
Bulletin, after noting that Mir, eacLeish had weighed his potential contrittion 
to the office before accepting the unsougit eppointment, adds: "In implying 
that Mr, MacLeish would be a goat among sheep at the Library of Congress be- 
cause of his lack of technical library training, the A, L. A, overlooked the 
fact reported by Mi. Llewellyn Ranye, Director of the University of Chicago Li- 

raries, that of the thirty-six administrative officers, heads of divisions and 
chief assistants who constitute the present staff, only three went through 
library school and nineteen are not even members of the American Library Asso+ 
ciation." All this is doubtless true bat let no one think the M. L. I. Bulle- 
tin does not give its unqualified support to good library schools. We believe 
Archibald MacLeish would do the seme, 
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CimP LIBRoREIES FOR THE CaNaDIaN MILITIA 
-by Bramwell Chandler, President, M, L. I.- 


The many thousands of Conedh onan? who have been drawn from the normal 
contacts of civilian life to the restricted \and monotonous atmosphere of the mili- 
tus” cap thane’ to lose very much in the way of normal thought end training unless 
some provision is made for supplying that deficiency. The Canadian Association for 
Adult Education has secured from the Federal Government a grent enabling it to 
carry on a sort of Khaki College among the troops. It seems to me a very great 
service could also be provided by the government through the organization of a ay- 
stem of camp libraries in every training camp throughout Canada. 

There is nothing radical in this proposal. When wer broke out lest Ser— 
tember such a system was in operation in England in every camp. The range of their 
basic selection of hooks is amazing. Every taste and political affiliation is pro- 
vided for. 
In the last war Canadian “ibreries made o direct effort to obtein gov- 
ernment recognition of the need for such a service, The Toronto Public Library or- 

ganized branches in some camps in Ontario, and in some places in the West efforts 
were made to provide some sort of service. No national effort whatever was made. 
Those camps within range of librery authoritics;with sufficient wealth to provide 
pooks received some benefit, the others went out. 

Apparently the same procedure is abopt to be repeated during this war. 
The Toronte Public Library has opened a new Wér Branch at the méin military camp 
in Toronto. This is fine for Ontario boys. ~Scattered throughout the Maritimes, 
however, and no doubt many other places throughout Cenada, are many small military 
units with absolutely no opportunity of keeping in touch with books, at a time when 
they have much more leisure than they would ordinarily have, 

Can we not make ropresentation to the proper authorities, both individ- 
ually and as a group, that u proper organization be provided on en equitable scale 
-for all the Canadian troops? The organization should be financed by the Department 
of National Defence and. organized by special appointment from that office, The cost 
of such a service, as we know, would be trifling in comparison with the smount spent 
on other branches of the service. A bombing plane is said to cost in the vicinity 
of half a million dollars, « system of camp libraries which wopld be invaluable iu 

the mere matter of sustaining morele would probably not cost one-fifth es meh, 

It would be a very good thing if the Federal Government could be brought 
to feel that the provision of books and libraries is a national responsibility. 
If the task is left to voluntsry organizations such as the Y. M. C. A. it is bound 
to be completely amateurish and inefficient <¢s a library service, | 


WaR AND THE LIBRARY 


It is only humen that one of our first considerations is: How will the 
war affect libraries and their work? For we know that we cannot shut ourselves up 
in our ivory tower and isolate ourselves from something which, sooner or later, is 
bound to affect everyone and every activity in some way. It has already made itself 
felt by those libraries making hook purchases abroad, especially in whet is now an 
énemy country. It is now imposible to import any beoks or periodicals from Germany. ~ 
A patron of the University Library (the University of British Columbia) reported 
that a Germen work on anthropology, destined ultimately for the Librery, was burned 
by the customs on orders from Ottawa. Inter-library loans are elso effected, as it 
is no longer possible to import a German work even for that purpose. It has also 
been noted that some ufticles have been omitted from British technical periodicals 
to avoid giving inform:tiom+to the enemy. Also many free documents from Great 
Britain have been stopped owing to war economies, (The shove is copied from the. 
November issue of The British Columbia Librery Associetion Bulletin. ) 








CHILDREN'S REaDING; Exerpts from an Address 
before the Kensington Home and School Association. November 9, 1939. 
-by Dorothy Cullen 


es. 48 a libruriwn, one of a cless interested in books and revding, speck- 
ing tc a group whose common interest is children, I felt thst the subject "Children's 
Reading" would be an «pproprixte one for my tulk. It is alse specially suitable at 
this season, since National Children's Book Week is to be observed in North Americn 
next week, November 12 to 18. Book Week, which this yeor celebrate . its 2lst birth- . 
day was organized to dramatize and intensify nations] interest in Children's reading; 
it serves to remind parents, tevchers, and librarians of the power of gcod books to 
stir the minds and delight the heurts of bcys snd girls. Love of reading is © price- 
less possession, and the time to cultivate it is in childhood. From e«rliest years, 
children cen be sold the ides that reading is 4 plezsure rether then a task. If be- 
fore they go to school, they huve bocks in their home, und consider reading them as 
part of their plsy, they ure teking the first step te reulizing “the joys of reading. 

Directing young children's reading is fairly simple. Pxrents ond teschers 
can read to them or see thut they have a chence to read the finest in the literrcture 
suited tc their age; ond the children, from associating with the best, will form 
high standards for their future resding. Each child is s sepxrate problem with in- 
dividual tustcs snd abilities, but most children at any given «ge have certsin com- 
mon interests in reading. 

I suppose yo. have «11 noticed how rhymes «nd jingles sppe.l to very 
little children---they respond with pleasure to little cction rhymes such ss "Prt- - 
a-cake"; und before they lesrn to talk, they like to look st pictures end point cut 
objects they reccre-ize-—-a dog, * czr, 2 baby. The delight children tke in these 
things leuds up t. their first bocks--Mother Goose books «nd picture tooks of fem- 
_jliar things. Besides the other Goose rhymes, smull children enjcy h:ving resd to 
waem any poetry with some rhythm and swing such as Stevensen's "Child's grrden of 
yerse" and the amusing fenciSal poems in &. A. Milne's "When we were very young." 
For children of three and four who will sit still to listen te » story, there sre 
many attractive picture story books for an oclder person to re#zd while the child 
follows the pictures. Some of the books most pcemlar with children ¢f this 2ge cre: 
"Tohnny Crow's girden", with its comicsl pictures 2nd verses about «tnimels, hinrjorie 
Flack's lively books ubout angus the Sectty, the old cl»ssic "Tsle of Peter R»bbit" 
end ®The stcry of little black Scmbo", Helen Bannermen's “ccount of » little dserkie's 
adventures with three tigers. Your little bey or girl will demend th::t these stc- 
ries be read ogcin 2nd igein, until he knows them word for word, «nd con deseribe 
just by looking :t the picture what is huppening «t eny point in the stcry. One 
spring a little boy three ond helf wes visiting et the house rhere I bo:rded; I 
used to rend "Little black Sambo" t: him--sometimes two or three times 2 dey, Exch 
time he weuld ssk the seme questions about the pictures, and pick me up if I didn't 
clways give the seme explenation. For reel satisfaction, the child shculd hve c 
few story books of his own, bec:mse each one will 1:'st him a leng time. 

During their first school hei fc-iry teles sre * necessity for children. 
Smaller children love the stories with « bit of humor or repetition °f phr-ses such 
as in "The Gingerbread boy. Grimm's "Household stories" sre universsl f-vcrites, 
end the same type of story be found in L.'ing's "Blue feiry book," Wiggin's 
"Tles of loughter" and Jucobs! "English foiry trles." The t»les of wonder end 
romance by Hans Christizn Andersen und in the Arbi:n Nights <2pe°1 to children 
when they are a little clder, 

When children attcin some fucility in reading for themselves, they enjoy 
stories of boys und girls of their ow sige. If the events in the story sre such as 
might happen to the child himself, it mkes the rending essier; but interest in the 
doing of the story people will often carry him on in spite >f strenge names and cus- 
toms, Lucey Perkins! bo-ks cbout the "Seotch twins", "Eskinc twins" end others 











ave udairebly written with ses: chusen vocabulary snd shsolutely notursl1 incidents. 

Foliowing the «.ge of mugic comes the ge of f:ct, when children wont in- 
formstion for its ovr s:ke;, they love to pore over <n encyclopedis, »nd store up 
in their minds collestisns of focts often quite unrel:.ted to one «nother or to wny 
of the chitu's activities, Sveryduy happenings tre wonders to these youngsters; 
books about them con be presented without eny dilution of fiction or fentrsy. If 
e book has bright pictures or clecr photographs end tells about mechinery, enimols, 
far off countries, i+ will be received with joy by children of ten or therenbcuts. 
The books by the Petersh:ms “story book of Food, Treins, Hecuses, whect," etc. sre 
good exsmplss of this kind of took. The "Wonder bceok of my snd how," "Vicnder book 
of the wi.d," etc, sve siso rather populrr, 

The siSgen of Book week this yexr is "Bocks eround the world" celling 
attention to beske from tudehout «11 countries. story end trevel books about for- 
eign countries «re interesting in themselves, «nd give chi.jren «a valuable bovk- 
pround for their study of the world, _ They supply the "feeliug" of the country 
which children do not get wien they learn in their geogrsphy lessons cbout the 
climate resuurces +ud tonde. I should like t» c:ii : ttention to the many pleasing 
peeks in the Kensingtot library that will conduct children on « tceur of the world. 
They can spend scuc tine in Norwy with "Solve Suntrap", visit Switzerlend in the 
book "Hig an tae Mountsins",.hsuve some re:l Irish fun with "Berney the Donkey", and 
teke a th cikling teip through .fric.. in the book "Jerry on Sufsri". 

Th this t.lk I «a decling with only ~ fes of the kinds of books boys «nd 
giris like, Dovbtiecs yom have seen rending Virieties I hsve not mentioned. If 
you wish te become better requeinted witn the books cvailxble to your children j :: 
uight. speat some time looking over the children's section in the Kensington branch 
of the P. &. I. Libr-rvies. By gettinz to know some of the books and authors, you 
will be ble te t ke ©n emlightened interest in wh:.t your boy or girl is resding. 
It is practic: liy impossible to direct sll « child's resding «fter he begins to 
reuge widely for himself, sut if you -re scquiinted with the books yourself you 

can discuss then with hau cad m ke suggestions sbout interesting books, thet -t 
the same time keep him on the treck of good liter:ture, The boy or girl who recds 
ecsily «nd h:ppily h:.s within his resch reslas of recre:tion «nd information thot 
wild never otherwise be his. «s Horece Menn hes seid: "Good books “re to the 
young wiat the wosming sun und refreshing rvin cf spring “re to the seeds vihich 
have isin dorm nt in the frosts of winter," 


TIE LIBRGRY'S BILL OF LIGHTS 


Todsy indic-itions in muny perts of the world point to growing intolercnce, 
suppression of free speech, end censorship, :ffecting the rights of minorities end 
individuals. Mind®:1 of this, the Council of the .merienn Librrry associztion pub- 
licly sffirms its belief in the following b:.sic policies #hich should govern the 
services of free rmblic ilibrries: 

1, Books :nd other reeding uctter selected for pufch: se from the pub- 
iic funds should be chosen bee:use of value nd interest to people of the community, 
end in no ese should the selection be influenced by the race or niticnality or the 
politicel or religious views of the writers. 

2. #8 far es evailsable material permits, all sides »f questions °n 
which differences of opinion exist should be represented feirly «nd sdequetely in 
the bocks and other reuding matter purchased for public use. 

3, The librory es cn institution to educcte for degpcratic living 
should especiclly welcome the use of its meeting rooms fof soci:lly useful and cul-. 
tural activities und the discussion of current public questions. Libre«ry meeting 
reons should be eveileble on ecual terms to £11 groups in the commnity reg*rdless 
of their beliefs or «ffilistions. (The Council of the smericen Librery Association 
adopted \ is stutement in June 1939, and reccmmended its adoption by governing 
borrds of individu:d libraries, ) 


& 
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«MERICAN LIBRARIANSHIP 
The Old World Looks at the New in Respect to Libraries 


American Librarianship from a European Angle: an attempt at an evaluation 
of policies und activities; by Wilhelm Munthe,Director of the University Library at 
Oslo. Chicago, a. L, 4., 1939. 188 p. 


The book listed above is easily the outstanding publication of the year 
in the library field, It was in March, 1956, that the president of the Cernegie 
Corporation invited Dr, Munthe, the Director of the University at Oslo, Norway, to 
make an unhurried visit to the United States and Canada as ea basis for prepsring a 
report on the library policies und practices of these countries, especially those 
of the United States, This volume is the report. It is nothing if not cendid. 

The author admits that his"philological-histcrical university educetion," his per- 
sonal and professional experience in the university library eat Oslo, and further 
studies in several continental universities, have tended to identify him with the 
continental tradition: but on the other hand ‘he claims that he hag a vital interest 
in American library methods and had studied them with zeal. Then he takes up hia 
subject and turns the searchlight of his vigorous and well trained personality upon 
the library situation in all its phases. Dr. Keppel, who asked Dr. Munthe to meke 
this survey and write the report, writes of him in the Introduction as follows: 
"There is a ring of sincerity in his praise, and, when he thinks we need it, he 
hits straight and hits hard." The Bulletin hopes that every Maritime libraricn 
will read this inspiring and enlightening book. 


NOTES xl") PERSONALS 


It is not too early to make plans for the Sixth Anmal Conference of the 
i. L, I, to be held at Moncton next June. By all me#ns let us have 4 full attend- 


ance, We expect to publish some notes on the Moncton Public Library in the Merch 
Bulletin. ; 


Dr. W. C. Milner, former President of the Maritime Library Association, 
died recently at Edmonton, aged ninety-three years, 


Miss E, M, A. Vaughan writes from Saipt John, N. E,-- 

The following news items may be of interest for the December Bulletin: 

Miss Ethel Shew hus been confined to her home by illness for five weeks 
but is now convalescing. 

Miss Doreen Harper is at present in Fredericton where she is cetaloguing 
and classifying the Normal School Library. 

The Saint John Branch of the Institute has held two meetings this season. 
At the October meeting officers were elected as follows: President, Miss E. M. A. 
Vaughan; Secretary-Treasurer, Miss D. L. Dobson; Executive and Programme Committee: 
Miss M, Berton, Miss M, Golding. Miss Golding gave a very interesting telk on her 
recent trip to Labrador and’ Newfoundlend. a 

At the November meeting we had a book review of Keverne's Tales of Old 
Inns by Miss M. Berton; and then a tulk on the aims and work of the Family Welfare 
Association by the Executive Secretary of the Association, Mrs. Arthur Warneford. 

Our Library is cooperating with the military mthorities, and we have 
made arrangements that any member of the Army, Navy, or Air Force stationed in tho: 
City may be adw#itted as a regular borrower on having bis registration card signed 
by his commanding officer, who thus takes the responsibility of checking up cn eny 
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pocks in the event of » sudden movement of troops. 


\ 


Children's Book Week wos observed in Scint John. 


Miss Enilie Reymond, Libreriaun of Yarmouth Public Librsry, wrote »n the 
first of November: We shell cbserve Book Week end hcve the ususl tes. We have 
just purchased the second udition of Webster's New Internotional Dictionary. 


Miss Mary S. Clark, furuerly of Saint John, N. B., © graduate of Acedia 
University and of the Library School of the University of Toronto, has # responsible 
position on the library ‘staff of Leland Stanford University, Pelo Alto, Celifornia. 


The report of Mount St. Vincent Library was inedvertently omitted from 
the September issue of the Bulletin. Mcunt St. Vincent C:llege is loceted at 
Rockingham, N. &., not far from the City of Hulifox. The Librarian is Sister 
“sineis de Saies, The following excerpts are from the report presented st the 
Halifax Conference: The library now contains 19,000 books. The increrse during 
the past yeur hos been 35,8000, The library serves not only Mount St. Vincent 
College and Mount St. Vincent dAcudemy, tut also the Motherhouse of the Sisters of 
Charity, including the Novitate, the Postulete, and the Normal School ... Activ- 

ties during the pest yeer include « Book Week displey held in the main library in 
October and a Cathotic Press display during the month of Ferbruery. This latter 
was held in the Librery Science room, in conjunction with a students' project on 
the History of Books and Printing ... A lending library, situated in the lodge 

at the North Gate, caters to about 125 borrowers, men snd women, boys and girls, 
and even tiny tots ... A Boys’ Club met weekly during the winter st the Library 
and in additicn to reading enjoyed © series of lessons in menusl trrining. 


Miss Nore Bateson, the Director of Librsries for Nova Scotie, has been 
lecturing and surveying the book situation in Iunenburg County. 


Miss Mary Falconer of Halifax was heard over C B A on Children's Libreries, 
5 December, 


Best Christmas wishes of the M. L, I. Bulletin to its kind reeders! 





